


				       Donor Alliance saves lives through 

organ and tissue donation and transplantation.

				    Donor Alliance will serve all who need 

transplantation by maximizing the number of available organs and 

tissues with a commitment to innovations, new technology and 

influencing policy. Donor Alliance will be a center of excellence with 

a highly engaged and competent staff.

Mission Statement

Vision Statement



aya Angelou once said, “I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a 

second chance.” That second chance is what inspires us to work in the 

field of organ and tissue donation and transplantation. more than 100,000 

individuals await organ transplants in the United States, over 1,800 in our 

region and almost two million tissue grafts are needed each year.

Due to the diligent work of our staff and hospital champions, 115 

individuals in Colorado donated 356 organs in 2008. Further, 939 tissue 

donors provided healing tissue to thousands of recipients and the number 

of joint restoration recoveries increased by eight percent.

We remain committed to providing donor families, staff, donor 

hospitals, transplant center partners, surgeons, physicians, donation 

liaisons and community leaders the best of Donor Alliance. we recognize 

the ongoing challenge of meeting 

the needs of those who wait. May 

we neither lose sight of those who 

gave another a second chance at 

life, nor those who inspire us to 

continue this work .
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Top Five Organ Donor Hospitals
St. Anthony Central Hospital	 18
Swedish Medical Center	 17
Memorial Hospital Central	 8
Denver Health Medical Center	 8
St. Mary’s Hospital	 8

Top Five Tissue Donor Hospitals
Swedish Medical Center	 58
St. Anthony Central Hospital	 55
Memorial Hospital Central	 51
Littleton Adventist	 34 
University of Colorado Hospital	 34
The Medical Center of Aurora	 33

Donor Registry

Hospital Development
	 TOTAL	 TISSUE
	 REFERRALS	 DONORS

The Colorado Donor Registry continued to be a model for the nation in 2008. The donor 

designation rate (the percentage of people who enroll as registered donors when obtaining 

or renewing their driver’s license) was 63 percent, three points higher than in 2007. This 

rate placed Colorado second in the nation behind Iowa. Ranking fourth nationally was 

Wyoming, which had a 58 percent donor designation rate at the close of the year.

Donor Alliance attributes these high donor designation rates to our work with the 

Donor Designation Collaborative, which aims to help identify and spread donor registry 

best practices throughout the nation. 

The Colorado and Wyoming 
Donor Registries acknowledge 
that each individual has the 
right to make end-of-life decisions 
and to have those decisions 
honored at the time of death. 
Since their establishment in 
2001 and 2003, respectively, the 
Colorado and Wyoming Donor 
Registries have offered state 
residents the opportunity to make 
legally-binding decisions to be 
organ and tissue donors.

Building hospital relationships remained the focus throughout the year in hospital 

development. A dynamic staff supported implementation of educational programs in more 

than 100 hospitals in the Donor Alliance service area.

Donor Alliance  hosted “Solving the Donation Puzzle,” a mini-collaborative in Grand 

Junction, Colorado in September. Over one hundred medical professionals gathered for 

the one day event to discuss organ and tissue donation best practices, learn ways to better 

meet the needs of donor families and to make bold requests and offers for improving 

donation within their hospital systems. As a result, the western slope saw tissue consent 

rates grow from 38 to 59 percent, had increased physician involvement and support of the 

organ donation process and experienced a rise in organ referrals.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Medal of Honor awards 

were presented to nine hospitals that sustained an organ donation rate of 75 percent 

or more for 12 consecutive months, with a minimum of at least eight potential organ 

donors. Congratulations to Denver Health Medical Center, Memorial Hospital Central, 

St. Anthony Central, St. Mary’s Medical Center, Swedish Medical Center, The Children’s 

Hospital, The Medical Center of Aurora, University of Colorado Hospital and Wyoming 

Medical Center for achieving this honor. 

coroner referrals

top organ &
tissue donor

hospitals

Adams County, CO	 72	 18
Arapahoe County, CO	 17	 4
Bent County, CO	 1	 0
Campbell County, WY	 1	 0
Cheyenne County, CO	 2	 0
Delta County, CO	 1	 0
Douglas County, CO	 5	 2
El Paso County, CO	 1	 1
Fremont County, CO	 10	 1
Garfield County, CO	 1	 0
Huerfano County, CO	 1	 0
Jefferson County, CO	 2	 0
Kiowa County, CO	 4	 0
La Plata County, CO	 3	 0
Lake County, CO	 1	 0
Larimer County, CO	 1	 0
Lincoln County, CO	 1	 0
Mesa County, CO	 1	 0
Montrose County, CO	 3	 1
Morgan County, CO	 1	 0
Park County, CO	 1	 1
Pitkin County, CO	 3	 1
Pueblo County, CO	 1	 1
Rio Blanco, CO	 1	 0
Saguache County, CO	 1	 0
Teton County, WY	 1	 0
Washakie County, WY	 1	 0
Weld County, CO	 9	 2
TOTAL	 147	 32
January 1 - December 31, 2008  ·  Statline Report

In 2008, there were 57 (50 
percent) organ donors and 
537 (57 percent) tissue donors 
authorized by the Colorado and 
Wyoming Donor Registries.
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Acute Care Hospital Referrals

COLORADO
Arkansas Valley Regional Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 8	 88
Aspen Valley Hospital	 1	 100%	 3	 1	 19
Avista Adventist Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 2	 48
Boulder Community Hospital	 3	 100%	 5	 12	 143
Colorado Plains Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 2	 50
Community Hospital (Grand Junction)	 0	 -	 0	 4	 50
Delta County Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 3	 99
Denver Health Medical Center	 8	 100%	 22	 14	 397
Exempla Good Samaritan Medical Center	 2	 100%	 6	 31	 230
Exempla Lutheran Medical Center	 4	 100%	 13	 31	 371
Exempla St. Joseph Hospital	 3	 100%	 8	 18	 350
Keefe Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 0	 6
Kindred Hospital Denver	 0	 -	 0	 1	 36
Littleton Adventist Hospital	 3	 100%	 13	 34	 299
Longmont United Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 26	 236
McKee Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 11	 129
Medical Center of the Rockies	 4	 100%	 13	 30	 138
Memorial Hospital Central (CO Springs)	 8	 80%	 25	 51	 648
Mercy Regional Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 4	 83
Montrose Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 6	 122
North Colorado Medical Center	 4	 100%	 12	 26	 247
North Suburban Medical Center	 1	 50%	 3	 28	 262
Parker Adventist Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 8	 98
Parkview Episcopal Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 15	 383
Penrose Main Hospital	 2	 67%	 7	 29	 390
Platte Valley Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 3	 56
Porter Adventist Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 20	 275
Poudre Valley Hospital	 1	 100%	 2	 22	 231
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center	 2	 100%	 6	 9	 216
Rose Medical Center	 1	 100%	 3	 18	 276
San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 0	 55
Sky Ridge Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 8	 130
Southwest Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 3	 54
St. Anthony Central Hospital	 18	 82%	 57	 55	 608
St. Anthony North Hospital	 1	 100%	 1	 28	 265
St. Francis Medical Center	 1	 100%	 1	 2	 28
St. Mary’s Hospital	 8	 88%	 27	 32	 390

St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 13	 340
St. Thomas-More Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 5	 90
Sterling Regional Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 2	 63
Swedish Medical Center	 17	 80%	 46	 58	 549
The Children’s Hospital	 6	 86%	 24	 9	 128
The Medical Center of Aurora	 5	 100%	 10	 33	 426
University of Colorado Hospital 	 4	 57%	 7	 34	 548
VA Medical Center (Denver)	 0	 -	 0	 5	 130
VA Medical Center (Grand Junction)	 0	 -	 0	 1	 78
Vail Valley Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 2	 26
Valley View Hospital	 1	 100%	 6	 2	 57
Yampa Valley Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 3	 21

COLORADO TOTALS	 108	 -	 320	 762	 9,962

WYOMING
Campbell County Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 7	 97
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 24	 211
Crook County Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 0	 15
Hot Springs County Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 3	 35
Ivinson Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 7	 66
Johnson County Healthcare Center	 0	 -	 0	 2	 23
Lander Regional Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 3	 47
Niobrara Health & Life Center	 0	 -	 0	 0	 10
North Big Horn Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 0	 21
Platte County Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 0	 26
Powell Valley Healthcare	 0	 -	 0	 1	 30
Riverton Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 1	 46
Sheridan Memorial Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 8	 114
South Bighorn County Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 0	 5
St. John’s Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 1	 43
Torrington Community Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 1	 29
VA Medical Center (Sheridan) 	 0	 -	 0	 1	 38
Washakie Medical Center	 0	 -	 0	 4	 30
West Park Hospital	 0	 -	 0	 3	 27
Weston County Health Services	 0	 -	 0	 1	 24
Wyoming Medical Center	 7	 86%	 36	 18	 333

WYOMING TOTALS	 7	 -	 36	 85	 1,270

GRAND TOTALS	 115	 - 	 356	 847	11,232 3
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Organ Donation

ur mission to save lives through organ donation and transplantation is what 

propels our work with families to ensure that every donor’s wish is honored, every 

time. It was encouraging to end 2008 with 44 additional people receiving lifesaving 

transplants than in 2007.

Donor Alliance saw a 22 percent increase in 

organ donors in 2008 and a 14 percent increase 

in organs transplanted. Working with more 

than 100 hospitals in our service area, donor 

alliance helped facilitate the donation and 

recovery of 356 organ transplants from 115 

donors. 

Family support coordinators, who identify 

and evaluate potential organ donors while supporting and educating families 

about donation options, contributed to the Organ Donation Consent Rate of 87 

percent. The care of donor families does not end with donation – Donor Alliance’s 

aftercare program sends outcome letters to donor families providing information 

and facilitating correspondence between donor families and recipients.

The percentage of families who 
said “yes” when approached by 
Donor Alliance about donating

a loved one’s organs

87%
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2008 Conversion Rates

Donor Alliance 76%
National 69.6%

The number of eligible brain dead donors 
divided by the number of eligible patients.

This percentage does not include DCD donors.4



Tissue Donation
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he Tissue Department’s year included the implementation of electronic charting, 

recovering juvenile cartilage for stem cell recovery and the establishment of a new 

tissue recovery team on the Western Slope.

DonorTrac, an electronic database used as a medical record, allowed staff to enter 

data in real-time while working in the 

field. Working from an electronic record 

streamlines work flow for medical 

records and processors while allowing 

tissue to be released for transplant in a 

more expeditious manner.

In 2008, Donor Alliance began pro-

viding juvenile cartilage for stem cell 

recovery to an orthobiologics company that develops breakthrough products to regen-

erate and restore damaged cartilage and bone. Donor Alliance was able to recover this 

highly-specialized tissue through the gifts of seven juvenile cartilage donors over the 

course of the year. 
In October, the Tissue Department established a satellite office in Grand Junction, 

Colorado. Beneficial for training funeral homes and coroners, the new team has 

increased customer service, provided higher visibility in hospital and non-hospital 

settings and enabled educational seminars on tissue donation to take place.  As a result, 

the new team facilitated 76 tissue recoveries. 

Total Tissue Donors

2008	 939
2007	 970
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Finance

onor Alliance’s main sources of revenue are reimbursement fees that cover the 

actual, direct and indirect expenses incurred in the recovery of organs and tissue. 

These fees include expenses such as donor screening, hospital charges, surgeon 

fees, transportation, staffing and medical supplies. The organization also receives 

reimbursement from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for 

supporting kidney transplantation.

D
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Donor Alliance serves four local transplant centers:

The University of Colorado Health Sciences Center

Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center

Porter Adventist Hospital

The Children’s Hospital 

As of December 31, 2008 there were Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 
totalling $82,500 from a multi-year grant.



Communications

Communications continued to thrive in 2008 with another successful National Donate Life 

Month, a record breaking Donor Dash and sponsorship of a rider on the 2009 Donate Life Rose Parade 

Float. All efforts of the department focused on raising the donor designation rate in Colorado and 

Wyoming and increasing media exposure.

Kicking off National Donate Life Month, Donor Alliance partnered with local businesses 

through the Workplace Partnership for Life program. The program is designed to create a “donation 

friendly America” by equipping businesses to effectively educate their employees about organ and 

tissue transplantation. American National Bank and the Denver Fire Department were among 65 

companies who participated in April. 

The Donor Dash, Donor Alliance’s signature event, saw unprecedented attendance in 2008. The 

Rocky Mountain News ran a story featuring Melody Connett and Carole Pirri – two women who 

met at the 2007 Donor Dash by chance. Carole received a liver transplant from Melody’s daughter 

in May of 2003. For the second year in a row, race participation increased for a record breaking 2,313 

participants - nearly 700 more than in 2007. This event’s success is a result of generous sponsors, 

dedicated members of the community, 100 devoted volunteers and thousands of participants.

In December, Donor Alliance sponsored the Donate Life Float in the Tournament of Roses 

Parade for the third consecutive year. Donor Alliance chose float rider Melody Connett who was 

accompanied by Carole Pirri to go to Pasadena, CA to participate in float festivities. Melody and 

Carole’s story was covered by the Colorado Springs Gazette and several broadcast stations. 
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In Memory of David Begg
Paula Krull
Quebec Construction, LLC
Lynda Richards
Daniel and Janet Richardson

In Memory of 
Douglas DelForge
Scott and Susan Anderson
David and Michelle Angell
Clifford and Carolyn Brock
Darwin and JoAnn Brunke
Carol Day
Clifford and Sharon DelForge
D.A. DelForge
Adam and Donna Elnicki
M. Hohnholt and B. Hohnholt 
Alice McWilliams
Richard McWilliams
Roger and Rosemary McWilliams
Mary Patete
Victor Pena 
William and Katherine Ryan 
William and Patricia Seader 
Patricia Stephenson
Carol Trickel
Donna Webber

In Memory of Gail Grosscup
Barbara Ann Andrews 
Bernadette M. Brown 
Eugene and Florence Cline
Jean Cline 
Janet M. Cross
Mr. Bryan and Ruth Grosscup
Laura Kalemkiarian 
King’s Ransom Labradors 
Lorraine Monheiser List 
Grace Priest
Steven J. Revenig
John, Nancy and Hank Roth
Schulein Company
Douglas and Jennifer Schumann
Candace Taylor
John Vierthaler
Wodek Systems, Inc.

In Honor of Lisa Halligan
Terry Halligan

In Memory of Betty Henry
Dale and Barbara Becker
Evelyn Fox and Sheila Berg
Joan Coutts
Ross Debey
Ivan and Rose Gronquist
John Henry
Dennis and Kathryn Hoffman
Alice Knox
Daisy Lauck
Clarence and Evelyn Pfenning
Norma Prew
J.L. and H.E. Raehal
Leslie and Lola Schroetlin
John and Janet Wesenberg
Ruby Whitcomb and Alicia Hewitt
Ronald and Bonnie Wilson

In Memory of Elaine Imel
Ray Imel
Greg Sutorik

In Memory of Geoffrey Irwin
Susan Clark and Family
John Dimock and Susan King-Dimock
Jon Kingstad and Anne Dimock
Nan Matthews and Rodney Cornish
William, Martha and Sierra Smith
Bradley and Debbie Unkeless 
Sandy and Fred Waldman

In Memory of 
Mary Gweneth Jenkyns
Mr. and Mrs. Roy E. Brakemann, III
Virginia Johnson
Norman and Eleanor McDanal
Mary Sytsma
Gloria Willman

In Memory of Gayle Jensen
Richard and Mary Prueter
Steven Statz
The Mortgage Center, LLC

In Memory of Irwin Kornfeld
Linda Kornfeld

In Honor of Craig Mallory
Janann and Douglas Holmes

In Memory of 
Christopher McCracken
Kim Donjon
Barbara Dumbrill
Claire Edwards
Susan and Alan Epperson
Deanna Gosnell
Chuck and Patricia Hoffman
Lester Litton
John and Barbara Read
Patricia Tahan

In Memory of Andy Micklich
Doug Bess
Cal and Arlen Carothers
C.C. Excavating
Helen and Theresa Cortese
John and Dixie Dodgen
Jerry and Shirley Dominick	
Daniel and Katherine Granzella
Ronald and Cheryl Jackson
Lewis and Glenn Funeral Home, Inc.
McFarland Oil, Inc.
Dr. William and Linda Mehos
Nancy Sack
Salida Auto Sales 
Benny and Carolyn Webb
Edgar and Barbara Zabrisky

In Memory of 
James Michael Moots
Orris Colpitts and Pod Linda Leegard 
John and Debra Mountford

In Memory of Dustin Scriver
Leslie Evans

In Honor of 
Marc and Delcia Telson
Patricia and Richard, Erica and 
   Sammy Applebaum 
Ruth and Bernard Beitel
Moses and Sonia Cohen
Lynn Ehrlich
Mimi and Ronnie Elias
Joan and Bob Falcon	
Carin and Ed Fuher
Ida and Joseph Gabay
Doris Gilden
Roslyn Hazan	
Joyce and Arnold Honig
Zenita Katcher

Leah Mayersohn and David Needler
Ronald and Bunny Mayersohn
Marvin and Sylvia Sheinker
Lynn and Gene Weiss

In Honor of Jody Theriot
Juliette Shuller

In Memory of Ed Warner
Jason Bushie
Dorothy Cutting and the Athletic 
    Equipment Managers Association
Alan Kreisler and Family
Phoebe O’Connell
Scott and Sally Owens
John and Patricia Scheels
PHATS/SPHEM
Rocky Mountain Festivals, Inc
Mary Schultz
Frank and Susan Scotti
UNO Alumni Association

In Memory of Marsha White
Donna and Greg Beals 
Holly Bryson
Certified Turfgrass Management, Inc. 
Lesli Demple 
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Engelland 
Barbara and Donald Garrison
Clarice Grant-Bolger 
Karen Kastner 
Bill and Jeanie Manolivitz 
Randy and Jennifer McIntyre 
Kelsee and Mark Miller
NCHS Courtesy Fund 
Christine and Donald Potter
Billie and Marsha Rodgers
Jess and Eleanor Rodgers
James Sandison
Marsha Rodgers and Stephen Snoberger 
Jeanette Stearns 
Bonnie Ward

General Donation 
Kris Fitzgerald
Jean Kellogg
Jim and Janice Rayburn 
Cody and Sarah Schmitt 
Pam Teague
Theresa Whisenand

Donor Dash Contributions
Elite Division
AlloSource
University of Colorado Hospital
Runner’s Division
LifeCell
Walker’s Division
American Transplant Foundation
Colorado Business Bank
Gemini Group, Inc.
The Limb Preservation Foundation
Booth Contributors
Alicia Straight
The Browning Group II, Inc.
Centura Health Transplant Program
Denver Dog Works
Denver Tech Chiropractic
Green Ribbon Jewels & More
The Lung Connection
Poudre Valley Health System
USSD Denver South
Wells Fargo
Team/Other Contributors
Julie Scarpella-Coet
Gregory and Karen Devereaux
Katharine Moody
D. & S. Pellegrin
John and Kay Shunk
Donate Life Garden
Pamara Bazyl
Jackie Block
Douglas Carlson
John and Jean Eachus
Bruce and Alice Hahn
Robert Hammond
Celine Hendrickson
Mary Hentschel
Stacey Hirschfield
Richard and Amy Johnson
John Michael and Ellen Keyes
Sydney Kingry
Kelli Larson
Donna LoSasso
Mary Munsey
Myrna Panza
Terry and Pamela Renzelman
Suzanne Robinson
Barry and Gaea Shaw
Minnell Stem
Damon and Pamela Struckmeyer
Douglas Tisdale

2008 contributions
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Bromeliad, Oil, 14 x 18 

Jean Caggiano, owner of Gryphon Design, 

has designed and produced Donor Alliance’s 

annual reports since 2005. A fine artist since 

grade school, she is a perpetual painting 

student at the Art Students League of 

Denver. Jean grew up in a family of artists 

on Long Island, New York and has been a 

Denver resident for over thirty years.

About The Artist

Donor Alliance is the federally-designated, non-profit organ procurement organization and American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB) accredited tissue bank serving Colorado and most of Wyoming. As 
a recognized leader in facilitating the donation and recovery of transplantable organs and tissues, Donor Alliance’s mission is to save lives through organ and tissue donation and transplantation. To achieve 
this mission, Donor Alliance employs effective family approach and recovery programs in more than 100 hospitals. Donor Alliance also inspires the public to register to be organ and tissue donors through 
community partnerships, public outreach and education campaigns throughout its donation service area.

it’s not a matter of

painting life.

it’s a matter of

giving life
to a painting.

Richard Diebenkorn
American Painter

1922 - 1993



A         Organization

Governing Board

Bradley T. Kornfeld, Chair
Nancy Williams, Chair-Elect 

Kenyada Meadows, Secretary/Treasurer 
John Cassin

Carol Gregory, RN, MSN, MBA 
John P. Harney, BA, MBA, ACHE

Igal Kam, MD 
Ronald Kucic, PhD, CMA

Advisory Board

W. Ben Vernon, MD, Chair
Kelli Jantz, RN, Secretary
David N. Campbell, MD
Joseph Cleveland, Jr., MD 

Alan B. Cooper, MD
Steven W. Farber 

Phillippe Gauthier, MD 
Steven S. Geier, PhD 

Sally Guinane, RN, BSN 
Jenny McCurdy, RN, MH 

Sharon Morris 
J. Adair Prall, MD 

Lyn Schaffer 
D. Sue Slone, MD 

Alexander Wiseman, MD 
Mark Yarborough, PhD
Martin Zamora, MD

Medical Directors

Michael J. Bauer, MD
Katherine M. Fitting, MD

Executive Team

Sue Dunn, President & CEO
Sam Harry, Chief Financial Officer

Jennifer Prinz, Chief Operating Officer
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